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What is BS & why do we care?

Communicating with little to no concern for truth,
evidence, and/or established knowledge

Bullshit can potentially cause more damage than lies
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How are we detecting BS?

Well, | did participate in this crazy psychology study earlier today.
And you know what they asked me?

[ POtential Social Cues: Of all things, they wanted me to write an explanation for how the

economy works.

¢ TOplC CompleXIty < |I Cool!! That is pretty simple to answer. \
* Response latency

So, if you had been in this study, what would you have said about

how the economy works?




Well, | did participate in this crazy psychology study earlier today.
And you know what they asked me?

T : 1 . Of all things, they wanted me to write an explanation for how the
0P1C ComP eXltY economy works.

I i i
npz — 10 l b ‘ Cool!! That is pretty simple to answer. \

Yeah, | thought it was pretty simple. Of course | know how the
economy works.

So, if you had been in this study, what would you have said about
how the economy works?

Response latency
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Study 1 (n=100)

Yy 5 o Well, | did participate in this crazy psychology study earlier today.
In your opinion, how And you know what they asked me?

mUCh tlme can a perSOn Of all things, they wanted me to write an explanation for how the

economy works.

be expected to spend in :
Cool!! That is pretty simple to answer

order to adequately

[complex] question in
general?”

So, if you had been in this study, what would you have said about
how the economy works?

respond to a simple |b I s




Study 2 (n=355)

* “When the Responder “Fast  mSlow
was explaining how 0 -
Economy works, to what S
degree do you think he 2
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was truly concerned with
genuine evidence and/or
established knowledge?”
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Study 2 (n=355)
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Tp=.09, *p <.05, **p <.01.



Study 2 (n=355)

The Mediation and Moderation Effect on BS Perception
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Questions?
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. Apphcatlons? Tp=.09, *p<.05, **p <.01.

* Suggestions on the next steps?
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